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The Project of Authority
who’s your favorite architect, 
what type of work do they do; 
and other innocuous questions.



week 01 review:
Technics and technology...
 



Money Talks



Three ways of making things:
1. Signature
2. Banknote
3. Credit Card



Before machines
Imitation and visual similarity
were the norm.

Replication and visual identicality 
were the exception.

Digital age
Invisible algorithms have replaced 
visual authenticity.



Mechanical processes produce 
objects.

Digital processes produce 
numbers.



The obsolescence of the object.



How are these three ways of 
making relevant to talking about 
architectural authority?



What effect did Alberti have 
on the project of authority in 
architecture?



Leon Battista Alberti. Santa Maria Novella. Florence, Italy.
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Leon Battista Alberti. Santa Maria Novella. Florence, Italy.
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For Alberti a building is 
the identical copy of the 
architect’s design.



Leon Battista Alberti. Santa Maria Novella. Florence, Italy.
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This building is mine because I 
made it. (Brunelleschi)

This building is mine because I 
designed it. (Alberti)



Nelson Goodman
autographic vs allographic



“The history of architecture 
features a conflation of 
different technological time 
lines. 

Built architecture depends 
on the production of material 
objects (bricks, nails, etc), 



Joseph Paxton. Crystal Palace. London, UK.



hence its modern history 
is linked to the traditional 
chronology of the industrial 
revolution. 

On the other hand, architectural 
design is purely informational 
operation, and its processes are 
defined by a specific range of 
cultural media technologies.” (Carpo)



What is the work of the
architect?



How can we say we “work 
differently”, or “better,” if we 
don’t know the implications of 
our work by parsing out all the 
ambiguities that take up our 
time and occupy our day?



What is the difference between 
work and labor?



Hannah Arendt
1906-1975



How is the Ardentian distinction 
between work and labor tied 
to the difference between 
autographic and allographic 
modes of production?





How does building information 
modeling (BIM) affect the 
autographic vs allographic 
distinction of work?



In every class I will position 
BIM relative to an issue that is 
central to workflows.



We take for granted that 
architecture is the result of 
many hands. 

BIM centers architecture’s 
relationship to media back on 
the notion of many hands.



We may not have mined the 
depths of collaborative work or 
understood collaboration in the 
context of architectural work. 



The contemporary notion of 
collaboration is popular in many
disciplines and fields of 
industry, including architecture.



The etymology and legacy of the 
word implies two things:
1. Involvement in a subversive act
2. The link between people and labor;
Latin con (“with”) + labōrō (“work”).

In contemporary terms, there 
are two primary reasons why
these definitions are 
problematic.



First, collaboration no longer 
holds any subversive value. 

Its political content has been 
erased in favor of the amicable 
banding of people.



Second, “in architecture 
today despite the proclaimed 
integration of all phases of the 
building process through high-
tech management techniques, 



the rhetoric of immaterial
production contributes to 
absolving architects from 
accountability to material 
bodies and places, not to 
mention provides an alibi 
from legal accountability.”
(Joan Ockman)



The conflation between 
information and knowledge, 
or “the rhetoric of immaterial 
production” has contributed to 
the distance between ideation 
and execution.

BIM is a product of this distance.



TSP Architects. SDSU Alumni Center.



Forensics Studio



Forensics Studio



To return to Alberti, the design 
of a building is the original, and 
the building is its copy. 

The idea of fidelity (relationship 
to the original) is the point of 
departure for the modernist 
pursuit of efficiency?



What types of “copies” does BIM 
enable us to make?


